
English Language Arts 

8th Grade Team 

Eighth grade has been working on angle relationships within 

parallel lines and triangles.  We will begin to work on solving 

fractional equations, equation word problems, and similar tri-

angles in December.   

Algebra 1 students just 

finished a unit on equation word problems.  They were re-

sponsible for setting up equations to find investments, age, 

ratios, mixtures, and sides of figures.  We will be starting a 

unit on inequalities for the month of December. 

 ELA classes are wrapping up the first writing unit of the year.  Students have 

explored how to collect “moments that matter”, spelling consciousness, and the 

use of dialogue.  Anchor texts and short films provided models of how writers 

craft personal memoirs.  

For the month of December, classes will delve into nonfiction. 
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The eighth graders have continued the  High School Choice process with visits 

to Chester and Warwick.  Both schools have specific days designated for 8th 

graders to shadow.  Parents can set up dates with the high school guidance de-

partment: Chester 469-2231, Warwick 987-3050.   

Harvest Happenings... 

Math 



Students continued learning about people struggling with life in the city and its 

difficult working conditions during the late 1800s, early 1900s.  Culture and en-

tertainment in cities during this time was also studied. Students discussed the 

tragedy of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire and its impact that is still felt today. They 

learned about clashes between workers and owners and formations of labor 

unions.   Civil service and the captains of industry (Rockefeller, Carnegie and 

Morgan) were studied. Of course November included several debates on is-

sues facing our country today.    

Eighth graders have added a new app to their Chrome-

books from the Google Web Store.  It’s called GoFollett and 

it’s a direct link to everything we offer through our GWL MS 

library media center.  This includes our books, our online e

-books, our certified reliable web links, and library data-

bases for research from anywhere in the world.  Have a 

project due?  The library’s closed?  Go to GoFollett!  

Social Studies 
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During the month of November,  lessons have focused on characteris-

tics of matter including physical and chemical properties.  Students 

performed lab activities using dichotomous keys to classify substanc-

es.   

The Living Environment class is continuing their study of cells with cell 

model projects due December 5th.  

Science 

Library Media Center 
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This past month our students were lucky enough to complete our rock 

climbing wall unit!  The unit served to be one of the best we have seen 

in years with the students engaging in so many different activities that 

work on such a variety of skills.  Some of the target points of the unit 

focused on team building, confidence boosting, and physical 

strength.  Many of our students were able to succeed in climbing all 

the way to the top while others chose to stick to bouldering or 

traverse climbing (climbing across the wall from side to side).  Overall, the PE department is very 

grateful for adding the rock wall to our curriculum and after watching the students perform on it 

throughout the unit we are excited to see what the future has to bring.   

Next month we will be doing some Fitnessgram testing as well as a floor hockey unit leading 

up to the holiday break. 

The chorus has been busy working on our Holiday concert 

literature.  The Select Chorus will be performing at the 

Christmas Tree Lighting in the town village on Sunday, De-

cember 4th at 5:30pm.  Students are asked to wear black and 

white concert attire. 

The band has been playing the Ab and G concert scale with 

accompanying etudes.  They are also working on holiday 

music for the upcoming Winter concert.  

Music 

Physical Education  

Students have designed and have started building pull toys from the vex kits. The 

pull toys require students to build a chassis with 4 wheels that uses at least one of 

the mechanisms we previously learned about. The mechanism they choose has to 

make the toy have a playful illustration as it is pulled across the desk.  

PLTW 
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The 8th Grade Art Classes are finishing their Op Art Projects with amaz-

ing results. Have your student log into their Google Drive Account’s to 

see their work. The next project  will involve redesigning the color 

wheel and making a creative variation. They will be learning how to 

mix paint and create secondary and tertiary colors for this project.  

Art 

Winter Sports 
Winter sports have begun.  Congratulations to the boys and girls that 

made the basketball teams!   

In addition to basketball, students can participate in Wrestling and 

Cheerleading.   

For specific information on practices and games, please see the Middle School 

Hola a todos! In the first few weeks of the new marking period in Spanish class, we have started a unit 

called "Una fiesta de cumpleaños." In this unit, there is an abundence of vocabulary, including words re-

lated birthdays, family members, and common questions used when discussing birthdays. I strongly urge 

students to review their vocabulary daily. In terms of speaking in Spanish, I also started a new classroom 

activity called "Frases" that asks students to respond verbally to questions that we have previously 

learned.  

In addition, we recently began using a new program called Duolingo. This is well-

known great online program that reinforces students' learning in Span-

ish, introduce students to new skills, and allows them to work at their own pace. 

Activities using this site will include weekly homework assignments to gain XP or 

they will be asked to complete a number of activities on a certain topic. The kids 

are responding positively to Duolingo thus far!   

Spanish 
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Extracurricular Activities 
 There is still time to join Art Club. It meets Mondays and Fridays for 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Can’t 

make it both days? Don’t worry, it is an open studio meaning you can catch up on your projects at 

any time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Get your pictures in the yearbook! The Yearbook Staff invites students and parents to submit 

photos for the yearbook. If you've got great photos of school and community events or you and your 

friends just having fun, we'd like to see them.  

Here is how you can submit photos online: 

   • Go to: https://images.memoryebooks.com/login 

   • If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter username: 407143591 

   • Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload. 

   • Enter information about the photo and provide contact information in case the staff needs addi-

tional information. 

   • Click "Save Details". 

The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and determine final yearbook content. We cannot guarantee 

that all submissions can be used in the book.  

 

 The 6-8 grade will have a dance from 6:30 - 9:00 on Friday, December 9th. 

 

https://images.memoryebooks.com/407143591

